
STRIKE ACTION BY TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS
Published 9th March 2o23

Dear parents and caregivers
As you probably know, many teachers and principals across New Zealand, represented by
the PPTA and NZEI, will be on strike on the 16th of March.

Why are teachers and principals striking? The answer to this is multilayered. To put it
briefly, though, the decision to strike has never been taken lightly by teachers or principals,
and that remains so in this instance. Members of these unions have voted to strike because
funding for our schools across New Zealand is insufficient to give teachers and principals the
time and resources to teach. More resourcing is needed to ensure that all of our tamariki
thrive and that we can retain our quality educators and school leaders in the sector. We all
want the best for our students, but without changes to the system, we can’t give it to them.
This affects tamariki because teachers’ working conditions are children’s learning conditions.

What happens on the day of the strike? The school will be closed to students because we
do not have the number of staff to remain open and safely cater for all students. If you can
keep your child at home that day, that is what should occur. However, if you cannot find
suitable care or supervision for your child on the 16th of March, the school can
accommodate a small number of students. If this is your situation, you must let the school
know by Tuesday, the 14th of March, so that we can be sure we have enough staff onsite to
supervise. Please email Mrs Woodham at admin@kingsgate.school.nz and let her know your
child's name and which LIFEspace they are in so we collate student numbers.

Please remember, in times like these, being a union member or not being a union member is
a personal choice. Teachers and principals each have their reasons for joining or not joining,
and I know that those reasons do not influence or impact in any way how we treat and love
each other as Christan brothers and sisters in Christ.

If you have any questions about the strike action, I encourage you to visit the NZEI and PPTA
websites for further information.

Continued blessings in Christ
Jared Stein

KingsGate School Principal
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