
Preparing for Cyclone Gabrielle
10th February 2023

Dear parents and caregivers

As you have, no doubt, heard, Cyclone Gabrielle is currently predicted to make landfall on Tuesday in
Northland and then move its way down to Auckland and the Coromandel. However, bad weather due
to the cyclone will develop on Sunday.

School Response
As always, the school will take advice and guidance from Civil Defence and the MoE about whether
we remain open or need to close due to the weather event. School updates will be posted on the
school’s website, Facebook, and Skool Loop. Please make sure you can access one of these.

Family/Whānau Response
If the school remains open, but the weather is still abysmal, it will be up to each family to decide to
send their child(ren) to school. The most important thing you’ll need to keep in mind is the road
conditions. You will need to ask yourself, “Could I not only drop my child(ren) off at school safely, but if
conditions worsened, would I be able to pick them up, or would roads around me be blocked?”

Our Auckland
The following is advice from the Auckland City Council about preparing best.
We’re asking everyone to take the next couple of days to get prepared. We have time.

● The GetReady website is an excellent resource for people to check out, with lots of
information and tips for how people can prepare for a storm.

● Think about your family members, pets and belongings – be prepared to leave if you need to,
and have enough supplies to sustain yourself for up to three days.

● If you rely on prescription medication, it is worth ensuring you have enough supplies to get
you through next week.

● Check on neighbours, particularly those who are elderly or vulnerable.
● Please take any flood-damaged items to one of our 15 drop-off facilities before Sunday and

refrain from putting any additional items on the kerb for collection.
● We’re asking Aucklanders to pitch in by ensuring kerbs and drains on and around properties

are clear of debris before Sunday evening if it is safe to do so – or report them to Auckland
Council on 0800 22 22 00

We’ll obviously be praying that the Cyclone and its associated poor weather completely miss
Auckland and other parts of New Zealand; however, it’s essential to be prepared if it doesn’t.
In the meantime, please continue to check for updates from the school.
Blessings in Christ
From the Kingsgate School Staff


